HISTORY OF CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

April 1, 2003
Vote

Submission Date of Total Vote
Art.  Sec. Subject First Approval Second Approval to People Election For Against for Governor
v 4 Assemblymen, 2-year terms Ch.95 1853 Ch.89 1854 | Ch.89 1854 | Nov. 1854 6,549 11,580 1
v 5 Senators, 4-year terms ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 6,348 11,885 ”
v 11 Biennial legislative sessions ” > > ” > ” ” 6,752 11,589 ”
\' 5 Governor’s salary, changed from $1,250 to $2,500 a year SIR35 JR4 1861 | SJR 15 JR6 1862 | Ch.202 1862 | Nov. 1862 14,519 32,612 1
v 21 *Change legislators’ pay to $350 a year SIR26  JR9 1865 [SJR16 JR3 1866 | Ch.25 1867 | Nov. 1867 58,363 24,418 142,522
\% 5 *Change governor’s salary from $1,250 to $5,000 a year AJR13 JRY 1868 | SJR6 JR2 1869 | Ch.186 1869 | Nov. 1869 47,353 41,764 130,781
v 9 *Change lieutenant governor’s salary to $1,000 a year 7 7 7 7 7 ” 7 7 ” ” 7 ”
I 8 *Grand jury system modified AJR 6 JR7 1869 | SIR 3 JR3 1870 | Ch.118 1870 | Nov. 1870 48,894 18,606 146,9532
IV 31,32 *Private and local laws, prohibited on 9 subjects SIR14 JR13 1870 | AJR29 JR1 1871 | Ch.122 1871 | Nov. 1871 54,087 3,675 147,274
VIl 4 Supreme court, 1 chief and 4 associate justices SIR12 JR2 1871 |AJR16 JRS8 1872 | Ch.111 1872 | Nov. 1872 16,272 29,755 1
XI 3 *Indebtedness of municipalities limited to 5% AJR17 JR11 1872 | SIR 6 JR 4 1873 | Ch.37 1874 | Nov. 1874 66,061 1,509 1
VI 4 *Supreme court, 1 chief and 4 associate justices SJR16  JR10 1876 |SIR2 JR 1 1877 | Ch.48 1877 | Nov. 1877 79,140 16,763 178,122
VIII 2 *Claims against state, 6-year limit SIR14 JR7 1876 | SIR5 JR4 1877 | Ch.158 1877 ” 33,046 3,371 ”
v 4,5,1 *Biennial sessions; assemblymen 2-year, senators 4-year terms SIR 9 none3 1880 | AIR7 none3 1881 | Ch.262 1881 | Nov. 1881 53,532 13,936 171,856
v 1 *Change legislators’ pay to $500 a year 7 7 7 7 7 ” 7 7 ” ” ” ”
111 1 *Voting residence 30 days; in municipalities voter registration AJR26 none3 1881 |SIR18 JRS 1882 | Ch.272 1882 | Nov. 1882 36,223 5,347 1
VI 4 *County officers except judicial, vacancies filled by appointment | AJR 16 none3 1881 |SJIR20 JR3 1882 | Ch.290 1882 ” 60,091 8,089 ”
VII 12 *Clerk of court, full term election > > ” > ” ” > ” ” ” ” ”
XIII 1 *Political year; biennial elections 7 7 7 7 ” ” 7 7 ” ” ” ”
X 1 State superintendent, qualifications and pay fixed by legislature | AIR 16 JR34 1885 | AJR2 JR 4 1887 | Ch.357 1887 | Nov. 1888 12,967 18,342 354,714
VII 4 *Supreme court, composed of 5 justices of supreme court SJIR19 JRS 1887 | AJIR7 JR3 1889 | Ch.22 1889 | Apr. 1889 125,759 14,712 211,1114
v 31 *Cities incorporated by general law SJR13  JR4 1889 |SJR13  JR4 1891 | Ch.362 1891 | Nov. 1892 15,718 9,015 371,559
X 1 State superintendent, pay fixed by law AJR15 JR10 1893 |SIR7 JR2 1895 | Ch.177 1895 | Nov. 1896 38,752 56,506 444,110
VIIL 7 *Circuit judges, additional in populous counties SIR9 JR8 1895 | SJR10  JR9 1897 | Ch.69 1897 | Apr. 1897 45,823 41,513 119,5724
X 1 *State superintendent, nonpartisan 4-year term, pay fixed by law SJR21 JR16 1899 |SJR24 JR3 1901 | Ch.258 1901 | Nov. 1902 71,550 57,411 365,676
XI 4 *General banking law authorized AJR16 JR13 1899 |SIR25 JR2 1901 | Ch.73 1901 ” 64,836 44,620 ”
XI 5 *Banking law referenda requirement repealed 7 7 > 7 > 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
XIII 11 *Free passes prohibited SJR12  JRS8 1899 | AJR 8 JR9 1901 | Ch.437 1901 ” 67,781 40,697 ”
VI 4 *Supreme court, 7 justices, 10-year terms AJR33 JRS8 1901 | AJRS JR7 1903 | Ch.10 1903 | Apr. 1903 51,377 39,857 114,4684
111 1 *Suffrage for full citizens only AJR16 JR15 1905 |AJR47 JR25 1907 | Ch.661 1907 | Nov.1908 85,838 36,733 449,656
v 10 *Governor’s approval of bills in 6 days AJR45 JR14 1905 |AJR46 JR13 1907 7 ” ” 85,958 27,270 ”
VIIL 1 *Income tax AJR12 JR12 1905 |SIR19 JR29 1907 7 ” ” 85,696 37,729 ”
VIIL 10 *Highways, appropriations for SJR14 JR11 1905 [SJR22 JRI18 1907 | Ch.238 1907 ” 116,421 46,739 ”
v 3 *Apportionment after each federal census SJR18 JR30 1907 |SIR35 JR55 1909 |Ch.478 1909 | Nov.1910 54,932 52,634 319,522
v 21 Change legislators’ pay to $1,000 a year AJR 8 JR35 1907 |AJR33 JR7 1909 | Ch.508 1909 ” 44,153 76,278 ”
VIIL 10  Water power and forests, appropriations for® SJR43  JR31 1907 Ch.514 1909 | Ch.514 1909 ” 62,4685 45,9245 ”
A% 10 *Judges’ salaries, time of payment AJR36 JR34 1909 |AJR26 JR24 1911 |Ch.665 1911 |[Nov.1912 44,855 34,865 393,849
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Vote

Submission Date of Total Vote
Art.  Sec. Subject First Approval Second Approval to People Election For Against for Governor
XI 3 *City or county debt for lands, discharge within 50 years SJR32 JR44 1909 |SJR26 JR42 1911 7 7 ” 46,369 34,975 ”
XI 3a *Public parks, playgrounds, etc. SJR63 JR38 1909 [SJR25 JR48 1911 7 7 ” 48,424 33,931 ”
v 1 Initiative and referendum AJR36 JR74 1911 | AJR4 JR22 1913 | Ch.770 1913 | Nov. 1914 84,934 148,536 325,430
v 21 Change legislators’ pay to $600 a year, 2 cents a mile for AJR78 JR66 1911 |AJRS JR24 1913 7 7 ” 68,907 157,202 ”

additional round trips
A%! 6,7 Judicial circuits, decreased number, additional judges AJR 134 JR67 1911 |AJR11 JR26 1913 7 7 ” 63,311 154,827 ”
VIII  new State annuity insurance SIR 72 JR 65 1911 | AJR38 JR35 1913 | Ch.770 1913 | Nov. 1914 59,909 170,338 325,430
VII new State insurance AJR119 JRS56 1911 |AJR9 JR12 1913 7 ” ” 58,490 165,966 ”
XI new Home rule of cities and villages SJR 31 JR73 1911 |SJR19 JR21 1913 7 ” ” 86,020 141,472 ”
XI new Municipal power of condemnation AJR104 JR37 1911 |AJR10 JR25 1913 7 7 ” 61,122 154,945 ”
XIT 1 Constitutional amendments, submission after 3/5 approval by one | STR 57 JR 71 1911 [SJR22 JR17 1913 > ” ” 71,734 160,761 >
legislature

XII  new Constitution amended upon petition AJR36 JR74 1911 |AJR4 JR22 1913 7 7 ” 68,435 150,215 ”
XII  new Recall of civil officers SIR9 JR41 1911 |SIR18 JR15 1913 7 7 ” 81,628 144,386 ”
v 21 Legislators’ pay fixed by law AJR16 JR23 1917 |[AJR13 JR37 1919 | Ch480 1919 | Apr. 1920 126,243 132,258 1
VI 6,7 Judicial circuits, decreased number, additional judges AJR74 JR20 1917 [SJR100 JR92 1919 |Ch.604 1919 ” 113,786 116,436 ”
I 5 *Jury verdict, 5/6 in civil cases AJR26 JRS58 1919 | AJR14 JR17 1921 | Ch.504 1921 | Nov. 1922 171,433 156,820 481,828
VI 4 Sheriffs, no limit on successive terms AJR22 JR38 1919 |[AJR39 JR36 1921 |Ch437 1921 ” 161,832 207,594 ”
XI new Municipal indebtedness for public utilities AJR21 JR54 1919 |[AJR16 JR37 1921 |Ch566 1921 ” 105,234 219,639 ”
v 21 Change legislators’ pay to $750 a year SIR 8 JR28 1921 [SIRS5 JR18 1923 |Ch.241 1923 | Apr. 1924 189,635 250,236 344,1374
VII 7 *Circuit judges, additional in populous counties SJIR24 JR24 1921 |SJR27 JR64 1923 | Ch.408 1923 | Nov. 1924 240,207 226,562 796,432
VIIL 10 *Forestry, appropriations for SJR30 JR29 1921 |AJR70 JR57 1923 |Ch.289 1923 ” 336,360 173,563 ”
XI 3 *Home rule for cities and villages SIR S JR 39 1921 |SJR18 JR34 1923 | Ch.203 1923 7 299,792 190,165 7
\% 5 *Governor’s salary fixed by law AJR88 JR79 1923 |AJR50 JR52 1925 | Ch413 1925 | Nov. 1926 202,156 188,302 552,912
XIIT 12 *Recall of elective officials SIR39 JR39 1923 |SJR12 JR16 1925 | Ch.270 1925 ” 205,868 201,125 ”

Note: JR 41 of 1925, which became Joint Rule 16 of the Wisconsin Legislature, established a new procedure to incorporate the “submission to the people” clause into the proposal at second approval.

Vote

Date of Total Vote
Art. Sec. Subject First Approval Second Approval Election For Against  for Governor
v 21 Change legislators’ pay to $1,000 for session AJR16 JR33 1925 |AJR2 JR12 1927 |Apr. 1927 151,786 199,260 308,8854
VIIL 1 *Severance tax: forests, minerals AJR51 JR61 1925 |AJR3 JR13 1927 ” 179,217 141,888 ”
v 21 *Legislators’ salary repealed; to be fixed by law SIR61 JR57 1927 |SIR7 JR6 1929 |Apr. 1929 237,250 212,846 397,9122
VI 4 *Sheriffs succeeding themselves for 2 terms AJR 8 JR24 1927 |AJR8 JR13 1929 ” 259,881 210,964 ”
v 10 *Item veto on appropriation bills SJIR35 JR37 1927 |SJR40 JR43 1929 [Nov.1930 252,655 153,703 606,825
A% 5 *Governor’s salary provision repealed; fixed by law SJR81 JR 69 1929 | SIR6 JR52 1931 |Nov. 1932 452,605 275,175 1,124,502
v 9 *Lieutenant governor’s salary repealed; fixed by law SIR8 JR70 1929 |SIR7 JRS53 1931 7 427,768 267,120 7
VI 1 *Wording of section corrected SJR103 JR72 1929 |SJR8 JR58 1931 ” 436,113 221,563 ”
XI 3 *Municipal indebtedness for public utilities AJR61 JR74 1929 |AJR14 JR71 1931 ” 401,194 279,631 ”
111 1 *Women’s suffrage AJR52 JR91 1931 |SJR74 JR76 1933 |[Nov.1934 411,088 166,745 953,797
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Art. Sec. Subject First Approval Second Approval Election For Against  for Governor
X111 11 *Free passes, permitted as specified AJR50 JR63 1933 | AJR67 JR98 1935 |[Nov. 1936 365,971 361,799 1,237,095
VI 1 *Installment payment of real estate taxes AJR37 JR88 1939 |AJR15 JR18 1941 |Apr. 1941 330,971 134,808 547,2132
Vil 15 *Justice of peace, abolish office in first class cities SIR9 JR27 1943 |SIR6 JR2 1945 |Apr. 1945 160,965 113,408 381,1924
VIII 10 *Aeronautical program SIR16 JR37 1943 |SJR7 JR3 1945 7 187,111 101,169 7
VI 4 Sheriffs, no limit on successive terms AJR 6 JR 36 1943 | AJR10 JR47 1945 |Apr. 1946 121,144 170,131 306,3544
v 33 *Auditing of state accounts SIR35 JR60 1943 |SIR24 JR73 1945 |Nov. 1946 480,938 308,072 1,040,444
VI 2 *Auditing (part of same proposal) SJIR35 JR60 1943 |SJR24 JR73 1945 ” ” ” ”
X 3 Public transportation of school children to any school SIR48 JR73 1943 |SJR19 JR78 1945 ” 437,817 545,475 ”
XI 2 Repeal; relating to exercise of eminent domain by municipalities SJR30 JR89 1945 |SJR15 JR48 1947 [Nov.1948 210,086 807,318 1,266,139
11 2 Prohibition on taxing federal lands repealed AJR 26 JR33 1947 | SIR 6 JR2 1949  |Apr. 1949 245,412 297,237 633,6064
Vit 10 *Allow internal improvement debt for veterans’ housing SIR 2 JR1 SS’48 |SIR5 JR1 1949 ” 311,576 290,736 ”
II 2 *Prohibition on taxing federal lands repealed AJR64 JR11 1949 |AJR7 JR7 1951  |Apr. 1951 305,612 186,284 515,8224
XI 3 *City debt limit 8% for combined city and school purposes SJIR11 JR12 1949 |[SJR9 JR6 1951  |Apr. 1951 313,739 191,897 515,8224
v 3,4,5 Apportionment based on area and population® SJR50 JR59 1951 |AJR7 JRO 1953 |Apr. 1953 433,0436  406,1336 735,8604
Vil 9 *Judicial elections to full terms SIR 3 JR 41 1951 |SJR5 JR12 1953 ” 386,972 345,094 ”
Vil 24 *Judges: qualifications, retirement SIR 6 JR 46 1953 |SJR10 JR14 1955 |Apr. 1955 380,214 177,929 520,5544
XI 3 *School debt limit, equalized value SIR17 JR47 1953 |AJR18 JR12 1955 ” 320,376 228,641 ”
v 26 *Teachers’ retirement benefits SIR21 JR41 1953 |SJR8 JR17 1955 |Apr. 1956 365,560 255,284 740,4114
VI 4 Sheriffs, no limit on successive terms AJR13 JR23 1953 |AJR22 JR53 1955 ” 269,722 328,603 ”
X1 3a *Municipal acquisition of land for public purposes SJR29 JR35 1953 |SJR9 JR36 1955 ” 376,692 193,544 ”
X111 11 Free passes, not for public use AJR12 JR61 1953 | AJR47 JR54 1955 ” 188,715 380,207 ”
VIII 10 *Port development AJR39 JR58 1957 |[SIR20 JR15 1959 |Apr. 1960 472,177 451,045  1,182,1607
XI 3 *Debt limit in populous counties, 5% of equalized valuation SJIR47 JR59 1957 |SJR53 JR32 1959 [Nov.1960 686,104 529,467 1,728,009
v 26 Salary increases during term for various public officers SJIR21 JR29 1959 |[SJR6 JR11 1961 |Apr. 1961 297,066 307,575 765,8074
v 34 *Continuity of civil government AJR48 JR50 1959 |SJR1 JR10 1961 ” 498,869 132,728 ”
VI 4 Sheriffs, no limit on successive terms AJR31 JR48 1959 |AJR7 JR9 1961 ” 283,495 388,238 ”
VIIL 1 *Personal property classified for tax purposes AJR120 JR77 1959 |SJR34 JR13 1961 ” 381,881 220,434 ”
XI 2 *Municipal eminent domain, abolished jury verdict of necessity AJR22 JR47 1959 | SJR8 JR12 1961 ” 348,406 259,566 ”
XI 3 *Debt limit 10% of equalized valuation for integrated aid school district SIR 6 JR 35 1959 [AJR1 JRS 1961 ” 409,963 224,783 ”
v 3 *“Indians not taxed” exclusion removed from apportionment formula SIR12 JR 30 1959 |[SIR11 JR32 1961 [Nov. 1962 631,296 259,577 1,265,900
v 23 *County executive: 4-year term AJR121 JR68 1959 |AJR61 JR64 1961 ” 527,075 331,393 ”
VI 4 *County executive: 2-year terms 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” ” ” ”
v 23a *County executive veto power 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 524,240 319,378 ”
v 3 Time for apportionment of seats in the state legislature AJR 162 JR96 1961 |AJR23 JRY 1963  |Apr. 1963 232,851 277,014 635,5104
v 26 Salary increases during term for justices and judges SIR76 JR68 1961 |[SIR4 JR7 1963 ” 216,205 335,774 ”
XI 3 *Equalized value debt limit AJR92 JR71 1961 |AJR19 JRS 1963 ” 285,296 231,702 ”
VIII 10 Maximum state appropriation for forestry increased AJR 133 JR90 1961 |AJR73 JR32 1963 |Apr. 1964 440,978 536,724 1,046,8014
XI 3 Property valuation for debt limit adjusted AJR 134 JR91 1961 |AJR74 JR33 1963 ” 336,994 572,276 ”
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XII 1 Constitutional amendments, submission of related items in a single proposition | SJR15 JR30 1961 |SJR1 JRI SS°63 ” 317,676 582,045 ”
VI 4 *Coroner and surveyor abolished in counties of 500,000 AJR14 JR30 1963 |[SIR17 JRS 1965 |Apr. 1965 380,059 215,169 738,8314
v 24 *Lotteries, definition revised SIR42 JR35 1963 |SIR13 JR2 1965 ” 454,390 194,327 ”
v 13 *Legislators on active duty in armed forces SJR24 JR34 1963 |SJR15 JR14 1965 |Apr. 1966 362,935 189,641 564,1324
VII 2 *Establishment of inferior courts SIR32 JR48 1963 | SIR26 JRS50 1965 ” 321,434 216,341 ”
Vil 15 *Justices of the peace abolished 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” ” ” ”
XI 3 *Special district public utility debt limit SIR59 JR44 1963 |SIR11 JR51 1965 ” 307,502 199,919 ”

AJR10 JR58 1965 ” ” ” ”
I 23 *Transportation of children to private schools AJR70 JR46 1965 |AJR7 JR13 1967 |Apr. 1967 494236 377,107 856,6504
v 26 *Judicial salary increased during term AJR 162 JR96 1965 |AJR17 JR17 1967 ” 489,989 328,292 ”
v 1m,In *4-year term for governor and lieutenant governor AJR4 JR80 1965 |SJR12 JR10 1967 ” 534,368 310,478 ”
A\ 3 *Joint election of governor and lieutenant governor AJR3 JR45 1965 |SJR11 JR11 1967 ” 507,339 312,267 ”

AJR8 JR14 1967 ” ” ” ”
VI 1m *4-year term for secretary of state AJR 4 JR80 1965 |SIR12 JR10 1967 7 520,326 311,974 7
VI In *4-year term for state treasurer AJR 4 JR 80 1965 |SJR12 JR10 1967 ” 514,280 314,873 ”
VI 1p *4-year term for attorney general AJR4 JR80 1965 |SJR12 JR10 1967 ” 515,962 311,603 ”
VI 4 *Sheriffs, no limit on successive terms AJR72 JR61 1965 |[SJR7 JR12 1967 |Apr. 1967 508,242 324,544 856,6504
v 11 *Legislative sessions, more than one permitted in biennium AJRS JR57 1965 |AJR15 JR48 1967 |Apr. 1968 670,757 267,997 884,996
VII 24 *Uniform retirement date for justices and circuit judges SIR36 JR101 1965 |[SJR96 JR56 1967 ” 734,046 215,455 ”
VII 24 *Temporary appointment of justices and circuit judges SJR36 JR101 1965 |SJR96 JR56 1967 ” 678,249 245,807 ”
VIIL 10 *Forestry appropriation from sources other than property tax SJR28 JR43 1965 |SJR18 JR25 1967 ” 652,705 286,512 ”
v 23 *Uniform county government modified AJR18 JR49 1967 |SIR8 JR2 1969  |Apr. 1969 326,445 321,851 706,3242
v 23a *County executive to have veto power 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” ” ” ”
A% 7 *State public debt for specified purposes allowed AJR1 JR58 1967 |AJR1 JR3 1969 ” 411,062 258,366 ”
1 24 *Private use of school buildings AJR74 JR38 1969 |AJR10 JR27 1971 |Apr. 1972 871,707 298,016 1
v 23 *County government systems authorized SJR58 JR32 1969 |SIR4 JR13 1971 ” 571,285 515,255 ”
VI 4 *Coroner/medical examiner option SJIR63 JR33 1969 |SJR38 JR21 1971 ” 795,497 323,930 ”
X 3 *Released time for religious instruction AJR41 JR37 1969 |AJR17 JR28 1971 ” 595,075 585,511 ”
I 25 Equality of the sexes AJR 140 JR44 1971 |AJR21 JRS5 1973 |Apr. 1973 447240 520,936 1,008,5532
v 24 *Charitable bingo authorized SJR13  JR31 1971 | AJR6 JR3 1973 ” 645,544 391,499 7
v 26 *Increased benefits for retired public employes SIR3 JR12 1971 |SJR15 JR15 1973 |Apr. 1974 396,051 315,545 758,5874
VII 13 *Removal of judges by 2/3 vote of legislature for cause AJR31 JR30 1971 |AJRS5 JR25 1973 ” 493,496 193,867 ”
A% 1 *Taxation of agricultural lands AJR1 JR39 1971 |AJR1 JR29 1973 ” 353,377 340,518 ”
VIIL 3,7 *Public debt for veterans’ housing AJR 145 JR38 1973 |AJR1 JR3 1975  |Apr. 1975 385,915 300,232 699,0434
VIII 7,10 Internal improvements for transportation facilities® AJR 133 JR37 1973 |AJR2 JR2 1975 . 342,3968  341,2918 .
X1 3 Exclusion of certain debt from municipal debt limit SIR44 JR32 1971 |SJR55 JR133 1973 ” 310,434 337,925 ”
XII 2 *Dueling: repeal of disenfranchisement SJIR 6 JR10 1973 |SJR4 JR4 1975 ” 395,616 282,726 ”
XI 3 Municipal indebtedness increased up to 10% of equalized valuation AJRS58 JR35 1973 |AJR6 JR6 1975  |Apr. 1976 328,097 715,420 1,168,6064
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Vote
Date of Total Vote
Art. Sec. Subject First Approval Second Approval Election For Against  for Governor
VIIL 7(2) Internal improvements for transportation facilities® AJR 133 JR37 1973 |AJR2 JR2 1975 |Nov. 19768 722,658 935,152 1,332,2207
(a),10
v 24 *Charitable raffle games authorized AJR43 JR19 1975 |AJR10 JR6 1977  |Apr. 1977 483,518 300,473 775,490*
A% 2 *Unified court system [also changed I-21; IV-17 and 26; AJR11 JR13 1975 |SIR9 JR7 1977 ” 490,437 215,939 ”
VII-3 to 11, 14, 16 to 23; XIV-16(1) to (4)]
VI 5 *Court of appeals created [also changed I-21(1); 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 455,350 229,316 ”
VII-2 and 3(3); XIV-16(5)]
viI 11,13 *Court system disciplinary proceedings ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 565,087 151,418 ”
VII 24 *Retirement age for justices and judges set by law 7 7 7 ” ” 7 ” 506,207 244,170 ”
v 23 Town government uniformity AJR22 JR15 1975 | AJR20 JR18 1977 |Apr. 1978 179,011 383,395 ”
\% 7,8 *Gubernatorial succession SJR51 JR32 1977 |SIR1 JR3 1979  |Apr. 1979 538,959 187,440 840,1664
XIII 10 *Licutenant governor vacancy 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 540,186 181,497 ”
v 9 *Senate presiding officer [also changed 5-8] ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 372,734 327,008 ”
v 1 *4-year constitutional officer terms (improved wording) 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 533,620 164,768 ”
[also changed V-1m and 1n; VI-1, 1m, 1n and 1p]
I 8 *Right to bail? AJR9 JR76 SS’80 |[AJR5 JRS 1981  |Apr. 1981 505,092  185,405° ”
XI 1,4 *Obsolete corporation and banking provisions AJR53 JR21 1979 |AJR13 JR9 1981 ” 418,997 186,898 ”
XI 3 *Indebtedness period for sewage collection or treatment systems SJR28 JR43 1979 |SIR5 JR7 1981 ” 386,792 250,866 ”
X1 12 *Primaries in recall elections SIR 5 JR41 1979 |SIR2 JR6 1981 ” 366,635 259,820 ”
VI 4 *Counties responsible for acts of sheriff AJR99 JR38 1979 |AJR7 JR15 1981 |Apr. 1982 316,156 219,752
1 1,18 *Gender-neutral wording (also changed X-1 and 2) AJR76 JR 36 1979 | AJR35 JR29 1981 |[Nov. 1982 771,267 479,053 1,580,344
v 3 *Military personnel treatment in redistricting 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 834,188 321,331 ”
v 4,5 *Obsolete 1881 amendment reference AJR76 JR36 1979 |AJR35 JR29 1981 [Nov.1982 919,349 238,884 1,580,340
v 30 *Elections by legislature ” ” ” ” ” ” ” 977,438 193,679 ”
X 1 *Obsolete reference to election and term of superintendent of public instruction | AJR76 JR36 1979 | AJR35 JR29 1981 |Nov. 1982 934,236 215,961 ”
X 2 *Obsolete reference to military draft exemption purchase 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 887,488 295,693 ”
XIV 3 *Obsolete transition from territory to statehood (also changed 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 926,875 223,213 ”
XIV-4 to 12; XIV-14, 15)
XIV  16(1) *Obsolete transitional provisions of 1977 court reorganization [also changed 7 7 7 ” ” 7 ” 882,091 237,698 ”
XIV-16(2), (3), (5)]
XIV  16(4) *Terms on supreme court effective date provision 7 7 7 7 ” 7 ” 960,540 190,366 ”
1 1 *Rewording to parallel Declaration of Independence AJR9 JR40 1983 |AJR9 JR21 1985 |Apr. 1986 419,699 65,418 461,118*
I 1-6 *Revision of suffrage defined by general law AJR33 JR30 1983 |AJR3 JR14 1985 ” 401,911 83,183 ”
XIIT 1 *Modernizing constitutional text > > > ” ” ” ” 404,273 82,512 ”
X1 5 *Obsolete suffrage right on Indian land > > > ” ” ” ” 381,339 102,090 ”
v 24(5) *Permitting pari-mutuel on-track betting AJR45 JR36 1985 |AJR2 JR3 1987 |Apr. 1987 580,089 529,729 837,7474
v 24(6) *Authorizing the creation of a state lottery SIR1 JR35 1985 |AJR3 JR4 1987 |Apr. 1987 739,181 391,942 ”
VI 1 Authorizing income tax credits or refunds for property or sales taxes AJR 117 JR74 1987 |SIR9 JR2 1989  |Apr. 1989 405,765 406,863 882,7844
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Art. Sec. Subject First Approval Second Approval Election For Against  for Governor
A% 10 *Redefining the partial veto power of the governor SJR71 JR76 1987 |SJR11 JR39 1989 |Apr. 1990 387,068 252,481 685,8784
Vit 10  Providing housing for persons of low or moderate income AJR 101 JR55 1989 |AJR7 JR2 1991  |Apr. 1991 295,823 402,921 1
VIII 7(2)(a)l *Railways and other railroad facilities (also created VIII-10) SJR76  JR52 1989 |[SJR30 JRO 1991  |Apr.1992 650,592 457,690 1
v 26 *Legislative and judiciary compensation, effective date AJR 47 JR54 1989 | AJR16 JR13 1991 ” 736,832 348,645 ”
VI 1 Residential property tax reduction AJR 81 JR76 1989 |SIR12 JR14 1991 |Nov. 1992 675,876 1,536,975 2,531,1147
I 9m *Crime victims SIR41 JR17 1991 |SIR3 JR2 1993 |Apr. 1993 861,405 163,087  1,075,386%
v 24 *Gambling, limiting “lottery”’; divorce under general law (also amended AJR 1 JR27 SS’92 |SJR2 JR3 1993 ” 623,987 435,180 ”

1V-31,32)
I 3 Removal of unnecessary references to masculine gender [also amended AJR 121 JR21 1993 |AJR12 JR3 1995  |Apr. 1995 412,032 498,801 939,6764

1-3,7,9, 19, 21(2); IV-6, 12, 13, 23a; V-4, 6; VI-2;

VII-1, 12; XI-3a; XIII-4, 11, 12(6)]
IV 24(6)(a) Authorizing sports lottery dedicated to athletic facilities SJR49 JR27 1993 |SJR3 JR2 1995  |Apr. 1995 348,818 618,377 ”
Vil 10(1) Removal of restriction on judges holding nonjudicial public office AJR81 JR20 1993 |AJR15 JR4 1995  |Apr. 1995 390,744 503,239 ”

after resignation during the judicial term
XIIT 3 *Eligibility to seek or hold public office if convicted of a felony or a AJR 3 JR 19 1993 | AJR16 JR28 1995 |[Nov.1996 1,292,934 543,516 2,196,1697

misdemeanor involving violation of a public trust
1 25 *Guaranteeing the right to keep and bear arms AJR 53 JR27 1995 | AJR11 JR21 1997 [Nov. 1998 1,205,873 425,052 1,756,014
VI 4(1)(3) *4-year term for sheriff; sheriffs permitted to hold nonpartisan office; allowed AJR37 JR23 1995 |SJR43 JR18 1997 |Nov.1998 1,161,942 412,508 ”

(5)(6) legislature to provide for election to fill vacancy during term
v 24(3), *Distributing state lottery, bingo and pari-mutuel proceeds for property tax AJR80 JR19 1997 |AJR2 JR2 1999  |Apr. 1999 648,903 105,976 758,9654
(5):(6)

I (26) *Right to fish, hunt, trap, and take game SJR2 JR16 2001 |AJR1 JR8 2003 |Apr. 2003 668,459 146,182 800,7854
*Ratified.

INo election for statewide office. 2Total vote for State Superintendent. 3No number assigned to joint resolution. 4Total vote for Justice of Supreme Court. SRatified but declared invalid by Supreme Court in State ex
rel. Owen v. Donald, 160 Wis. 21 (1915). ORatified but declared invalid by Supreme Court in State ex rel. Thomson v. Zimmerman, 264 Wis. 644 (1953). Total vote for presidential delegate election. SRecount
resulted in rejection (342,132 to 342,309). However, the Dane County Circuit Court ruled the recount invalid due to election irregularities and required that the referendum be resubmitted to the electorate.
Resubmitted to the electorate November 1976 by the 1975 Wisconsin Legislature through Ch. 224, s.145r, Laws of 1975. 9As a result of a Dane County Circuit Court injunction, vote totals were certified April 7,
1982, by the Board of State Canvassers.

Sources: Official records of the State Elections Board; Laws of Wisconsin 2001 and previous volumes.

SUMMARY - CHANGING THE WISCONSIN CONSTITUTION
To amend the Wisconsin Constitution, it is necessary for two consecutive Wisconsin Legislatures to adopt an identical amendment (known as “first consideration” and “second consideration”) and
for a majority of the electorate to ratify the amendment at a subsequent election. See Art. XII, Sec. 1.
Since the adoption of the Wisconsin Constitution in 1848, the electorate has voted 139 out of 189 times to amend a total of 122 sections of the constitution (excluding the same vote for more than
one item but including a vote that was later resubmitted by the legislature and two votes declared invalid by the courts). The Wisconsin Legislature adopted 153 acts or joint resolutions to submit these
changes to the electorate.
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STATEWIDE REFERENDA ELECTIONS OTHER THAN CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

Date of Vote
Question Law Submitting Election For Against
Territorial
*Formation of a state QOVEIMMENE . ... ... ... .. ...ttt e e Territorial Laws 1846, page 5 (Jan.31) Apr. 1846 12,334 2,487
Ratification of first constitution . . . Art. XIX, Sec. 9 of 1846 Constitution Apr. 1847 14,119 20,231
Extend suffrage to colored persons! . .. | Supl. resolution to 1846 Constitution Apr. 1847 7,664 14,615
*Ratification of second CONSIULION . . . . .. ..ottt et e e e e e e Art. XTIV, Sec. 9 of 1848 Constitution Mar. 1848 16,799 6,384
State

*Extend suffrage to COIOTed PEISONSZ . .. ...t e ittt ettt e et e e e Ch.137 1849 Nov. 1849 5,265 4,075
*State banks; advisory referendum .. ... .. Ch.143 1851 Nov. 1851 31,289 9,126
*General banking law Ch.479 1852 Nov. 1852 32,826 8,711
*Liquor prohibition; advisory referendum . . ... Ch.101 1853 Nov. 1853 27,519 24,109
Extend suffrage to colored persons . ......... ... Ch.44 1857 Nov. 1857 28,235 41,345
*Amend general banking law; redemption of bank notes . Ch.98 1858 Nov. 1858 27,267 2,837
*Amend general banking law; circulation of bank notes ............. ... Ch.242 1861 Nov. 1861 57,646 2,515
*Amend general banking law; interest rate 7% per year Ch.203 1862 Nov. 1862 46,269 7,794
Extend suffrage to colored persons? ................ Ch.414 1865 Nov. 1865 46,588 55,591
*Amend general banking law; taxing shareholders .......... ... ... ... o o il Ch.102 1866 Nov. 1866 49,714 19,151

*Abolish office of bank comptroller .. ... ... . . ... JR12 1867
Ch.28 1868 Nov. 1868 15,499 1,948
*Incorporation of savings banks and savings societies ............ ... .. i i Ch.384 1876 Nov. 1876 4,029 3,069
*Women’s suffrage upon school matters ................ Ch.211 1885 Nov. 1886 43,581 38,998
Revise 1897 banking law; banking department under commission . . . Ch.303 1897 Nov. 1898 86,872 92,607
*Primary electionlaw ........ ... ... oo ool Ch.451 1903 Nov. 1904 130,366 80,102
Pocket ballots and coupon voting systems .. .................... Ch.522 1905 Apr. 1906 45958 111,139
Women’s SUFFTAZE . .. ...t Ch.227 1911 Nov. 1912 135,545 227,024
*Soldiers” bonus financed by 3-mill property tax and income tax Ch.667 1919 Sept. 1919 165,762 57,324
*Wisconsin prohibition enforcementact ................... ... ... Ch.556 1919 Nov. 1920 419,309 199,876
*U.S. prohibition act (Volstead Act); memorializing Congress to amend SIR42 JR47 1925 Nov. 1926 349,443 177,603
*Repeal of Wisconsin prohibition enforcement act; advisory referendum ” ” ” ” 350,337 196,402
*Modification of Wisconsin prohibition enforcement act; advisory referendum SIR14 JR16 1929 Apr. 1929 321,688 200,545
County distribution of auto licenses; advisory referendum ........... ... . ... . il SIR26 JR11 1931 Apr. 1931 183,716 368,674
*Sunday blue law repeal; advisory referendum .. ......... ... AJR116 JR114 1931 Apr. 1932 396,436 271,786
*Old-age pensions; advisory referendum AJR42 JR64 SS’33 Apr. 1934 531,915 154,729
*Teacher tenure law repeal; advisory referendum AJRO67 JR100 1939 Apr. 1940 403,782 372,524
Property tax levy for high school aid; 2 mills of assessed valuation ............ ... ... ..o, Ch.525 1943 Apr. 1944 131,004 410,315
Daylight saving time; advisory referendum SIR24 JR4 1947 Apr. 1947 313,091 379,740
3% retail sales tax for veterans bonus; advisory referendum . ............ .. i SJIR58 JR62 1947 Nov. 1948 258,497 825,990
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STATEWIDE REFERENDA ELECTIONS OTHER THAN CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS-Continued

Date of Vote
Question Law Submitting Election For Against

4-year term for constitutional officers; advisory referendum ......... ... ... ... . o o oL SIR11 JR13 1951 Apr. 1951 210,821 328,613

Apportionment of legislature by area and population; advisory referendum Ch.728 1951 Nov. 1952 689,615 753,092
*New residents entitled to vote for president and vice president . . ............ ... ... .. i Ch.76 1953 Nov. 1954 550,056 414,680

Statewide educational television tax-supported; advisory referendum AJR74 JR66 1953 Nov. 1954 308,385 697,262
*Daylight saving time . ............. ... ... . . Ch.6 1957 Apr. 1957 578,661 480,656
*Ex-residents entitled to vote for president and vice president . ............ ... .. i Ch.512 1961 Nov. 1962 627,279 229,375

Gasoline tax increase for highway construction; advisory referendum ............ ... ... .. ... ... .. ..... AJR3 JR3 SS°63 Apr. 1964 150,769 889,364
*New residents entitled to vote after 6 months Chs.88,89 1965 Nov. 1966 582,389 256,246

State control and funding of vocational education; advisory referendum .................. ... ... ... L AJR12 JR4 1969 Apr. 1969 292,560 409,789
*Recreational lands bonding; advisory referendum .. ........ ... .. AJR17 JRS 1969 Apr. 1969 361,630 322,882
*Water pollution abatement bonding ........................... ” ” ” ” 446,763 246,968
*New residents entitled to vote after 10 days .................... Ch.85 1975 Nov. 1976 1,017,887 660,875
*Presidential voting revised .......... ... . o o L Ch.394 1977 Nov. 1978 782,181 424,386
*Overseas voting revised . ............ ... ..., FE ? ” ? 658,289 524,029
*Public inland lake protection and rehabilitation districts ........... Ch.299 1979 Nov. 1980 1,210,452 355,024
*Nuclear weapons moratorium and reduction; advisory referendum . . AJR99 JR38 1981 Sept. 1982 641,514 205,018
*Nuclear waste site locating; advisory referendum ................ AJRS JRS 1983 Apr. 1983 78,327 628,414
*Gambling casinos on excursion vessels; advisory referendum . ..... WisAct 321 1991 Apr. 1993 465,432 604,289
*Gambling casino restrictions; advisory referendum . ......... ... o o ool ” ” ” 646,827 416,722
*Video poker and other forms of video gambling allowed; advisory referendum ............................. ” ” ” 358,045 702,864
*Pari-mutuel on-track betting continuation; advisory referendum . ...... ... ... o oo ool ” ” ” 548,580 507,403
*State-operated lottery continuation; advisory referendum ” ” ” 773,306 287,585
*Extended suffrage in federal elections to adult children of U.S. citizens living abroad . ....................... WisAct 182 1999 Nov. 2000 1,293,458 792,975

*Ratified.

IFor text of resolution, see Wisconsin State Historical Society, Constitutional Series, Volume II, The Convention of 1846, edited by Milo M. Quaife, p. 755.
2In Gillespie v. Palmer, 20 Wis. 544 (1866), the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled that Chapter 137, Laws of 1849, extending suffrage to colored persons, was ratified November 6, 1849.

Sources: Official records of the State Elections Board; Laws of Wisconsin, 2001 and previous volumes.

SUMMARY - STATEWIDE REFERENDA ELECTIONS

Statewide referendum questions are submitted to the electorate by the Wisconsin Legislature: 1) to ratify a law extending the right of suffrage (as required by the state constitution); 2) to ratify a law that
has been passed contingent on voter approval; or 3) to seek voter opinion through an advisory referendum. Since 1848, the Wisconsin Legislature has presented 52 referendum questions to the Wisconsin
electorate through the passage of acts or joint resolutions. During territorial times, the territorial legislature sent 4 questions to the electorate. Two of these passed: one to ratify the state constitution and

one to allow the formation of a state government.

VANHIHITY dAIMTIVLS NO SHLOA

(Y44



230 ‘WiscoNsIN BLUE Book 2003 — 2004

A piece of American history was on display in the State Capitol in April 2003. One of 25 surviving
original printed copies of the Declaration of Independence was on view in the Capitol for two days as
part of a national tour. Thousands of citizens, many of them school children from around the state, took
the time to visit and reflect upon the significance of one of our nation’s most revered documents. In all,
6,500 viewed the exhibit. The one day total of 4,000 on April 10 was the largest anywhere in the country.
(Jay Salvo, Assembly Photographer)




